CON WNMES 


LET'S STIFLE THE RUDE \ 
REMARKS, SHALL WE, AND, 
QUICKEN THE PACE? 


HOLD A MOMENT, YOU SEEM TO BE IN AN 
NORTHERNER! AWFUL HURRY TO CATCH 
UP WITH CHANCIL 
CRYSTALHEARTEL 


I WAS : 
BEGINNING TO THINK 
THE ONLY ACT/ION WE'D 


NOW THAT 
WE'VE SPOTTED 


WE GET PAID TO 
MAKE SURE THAT 
NO ONE CATCHES 


uP WITH 
CRYSTALHEART. 


To 
HEE 


AN MISHKIN JAN CUURSEMA 
WRITER ARTIST 


STEVE HAYVIE MATT WEBB ELLIOT S. MAGGIN 
LETTERER COLORIST EDITOR 


we THIS IS 

WHAT I HATE 
ABOUT 

TELEKINESIS 
SPELLS! 


NO BONES” 
BROKEN?, 


GOOD. BUT YOU 
CAN BET I’M 
GOING To 
REMEMBER THAT 
WIZARD'S FACE! 


‘XT TI 
E SEE 
VASI 


IME 
IT, EH, 
z 


VATRAL 
No! 


MEMNON HAS THE 
BEST ORGANIZED 
BEGGARS GUILD 

IN THE REALMS-- 
WITH STRICT RATES! 


LET ONEOF “ 
“EM SPITSHINE 
YOUR SWORD AND 
YOU'RE OUT TEN 
COPPER PIECES!, 


A SQUEALER! 
NICE WORK, 
SALABAK. 


DON'T WAGGLE 
YOUR FINGER AT 
ME, CONNERS 
I_ WAS A BEGGAR 
ONCE MYSELF... 


ws AND AT 
LEAST THEY'0 EARN 
THOSE TEN COPPERS 
BY THEIR OWN LABOR 
--INSTEAD OF BY 
TREACHERY, LIKE 
“ SOME! 


-OR DO YOU MAKE 
S ATHEM up As You Go 


ALONG? 


TRAVEL THE REALMS 
| AS LONG AS he 
A Z Bm LASS, AND YO! {o] 
Quer ene PICK UP A FEW THINGS. 
CONNER? 


TELL ME 
OMETHING, 0O YOU 
REALLY KVOW ALL 
THESE INTERESTING 
FACTS YOU SEEM TO 
POSSES. 


HY, 
IN TETHYR, 
I PICKED UP 
YOu! 


BUT YOUR 
FRIEND? SALABAK 
HERE, WITH HIS 
THOUGHT- CASTING 

POWER... 


“AN? LOOK, HE'S MAKING 
THOUGHT P/CTURES 
FOR US, To: 


“OF HOW HE WAS 
KIONAPPED BY SLAVERS 
DURING HIS R/TE OF 
FPASSAGE-- 


THE GLADITORIAL 
ARENA! 


HIS STORY, 
I WONDER. 


I CAN TELL ™ 
YOU WHAT HE TOLD 
ME BACK WHEN WE WERE 
SLAVES TOGETHER--WHEN 
HE STILL COULD SPEAK. 


HE MUST HAVE 
MAVE AN ESCAPE 
ATTEMPT SOMETIME 
AFTER I DIOS 


<q 
AN? WHEN HE WAS 
RECAPTURE! 


JUST LIKE 
THAT-- THOUGHT 
SPEECH 


VOICE? 


MAYBE WITH ALL THE 

YEARS YOU'VE SPENT 

AS A SCAM ARTIST, 
HOW DARE YOU QUESTION YOU WOULDN'T 


HIM, CONNER? WE SAW HIS RECOGNIZE THE TRUTH! 
THOUGHTS--AND THOUGHTS, IF IT 8/7 YOU! 
DON'T Lief 


OR 
PERHAPS MY 
EXPERIENCE 
HAS TAUGHT 
ME NOT To-- 


TELEPATHY? 


HM-- ANSWER 
ME THIS, NOW, 
SALABAK: 


/ CAN YOU READ 
Somme THOUGHTS AS WELL 
% AS CAST THEM? 


URFACE, 
16 THAT ITZ, 


BUT I DON'T SEE THAT OUGHT TO DO IT, 
HOW YOU KNEW HE'D: LN SE READY, 


FOLLOW THE CA7,; 
CONNER? 


WERE-THING! ] 


»y 


Dw 


dnd a ‘SHOULD WE 
GRAB HIM, 
CONNER? 


BUT IT was 
THE SAME CAT! 
A I'M CERTAIN 4 


HEN 
THE CREATURE 
HAS BEEN HERE 
WITH ME ALL 
ALONG-- 


HAH! OLD ABOW OL/L/M 
DOESN'T APPRECIATE 
WHAT HE'S GETTING... 


ZyYAARRRHL 


fe 
7 1 SWEAR THAT 
CHILD TO YOU! 


ABON DUUM, 
I SWEAR: 


ADU 
Neal 


° 


) 


SAY, CONNER, 

AT LEAST WE 
KNOW NOW WHY 
THEY CALL THE 
WIZARD CRYSTAL- 
HEART! HE'S-- 


THE HAND OF 
ABON DUUM 


—-BUT THEN 
NEITHER OF L/S 
NEEDS TO BE 
REMINDED OF 

; THAT. 

) WHO'S THAT. 
DOWN THERE 
WITH YOU? 


a Fx =I 
= = 


\ 


NO, DON'T 
60! DON'T-~ 


oY D'YOU SEE 
WHAT YOU'VE 
DONE WOW, GIRL? 
YOU'VE 
FRIGHTENED 
HIM OFF! 


NOW, JUST 
SIT TIGHT AND 
DON'T 0a 
ANY THING 
UNTIL I GET 
BACK! 


WHATEVER 
CONNER'S UP. 


TO COME BACK 
HERE TO 
RESCUE THE 
Boy. 


MEANWHILE, WE 
-DON'T GO CAN TALK ABOUT 
RUNNING MANSHAKA -- AND 
AFTER HIM! HOW We'LL SETTLE 
ACCOUNTS WITH ABON; 
BUUM WHEN WE... 


--SALABAK...7 


valE YOU TWO 
ARE QUITE-- 
HMM, RESTED--WE'VE 
GOT ALITTLE 
BOY TO SAVE. 


BOY OR A CAT, 
CONNER? 


BUT IS HEA & LASS, 


CHANCIL CRYSTALHEART 
WON’T EVEN LET US IN 
THE DOOR UNLESS HE rine 4) 
WE'VE GOT SOMETHING.) 
HE WANTS. 


=A WW, 


CONNER, IF YOU 
REALLY THINK 

THAT I'M ABOUT 
TO PLAY THE 


‘SAP_IN 
ANOTHER ONE 
OF YOUR 
OUTRAGEOUS 

SCAMS--_4 


SALABAK 
UNDERSTANDS. 
THAT THIS IS 

THE ONLY 
WAY. 


WE NEED 
8AIT... ANDO 
YOU'RE /7- 


AL \M/ 4 "= 


--YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN PAYING 
VERY CLOSE 


YOU SOLD 
ME OUT ONCE, 
MAYBE MORE 
THAN ONCE, AND, 

I'M NOT-- 


Y, 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 


YOU'RE BOTH 
>> RIGHT... 


«BUT L 
s=( VON'T HAVE TO 
LIKE IT. 


WHEN MY 
APPRENTICES 
SPIED YOU IN THE 

MARKETPLACE, 
VALMEYJAR WALKED 
BESIDE You 
UNBOUND-- 


SEEMED. 


7 A VISITOR, 
_ MASTER. THE 
ONE CALLED-~— 


—~_ (GLAD TO MAKE YOUR Y 


ACQUAINTANCE IN 
PERSON AT LAST,SIR. 


YOU'RE A HARD 
MAN To FIND? 


AND JUST WHY 
WOULD YOU WANT, 
ZAA\ 70 FIND ME, IF 
Z I MAY ASKZ 


WELL NOW, 

IR, I'VE GOT 
PROPOSITION 

IF_IT'S TRUE WHAT 

EAR ABOUT YOU 
BEIN’ THICK WITH 

ABON DLULIM. 


DUUM'S PRIZE 
ARENA FIGHTER- 


--VATRA 
VALMEYIAR! 


SHE'S A REGULAR 
HELLION, THAT 
ONE! HAD THE 
DEVIL'S OWN 
TIME SUBDLIING 
HER WHEN SHE 
CAUGHT WISE.. y, 


«+e WHICH IS WHY 
I NEED your 
HELP IF I'M Top 
GET HER To 


SURE, SURE! MANSHAKAL 


THAT WAS ALL 

PART OF THE CON, 
DON'TCHA SEE... MAKE 
HER THINK I’M HER 
PAL $0'S I COULD 
GET THE JUMP ON HER! 


I MUST ADMIT IT 
1S A_FASCINATING-- 
ONE |S ALMOST 
TEMPTED To SAY 

PLAUSIBLE-- 
STORY. 


SUMMON 
MONSTER! )] 


a 


FAIR IS FAIR, © 
THIEF--THE © 
CYCLOPSKIN Vf 
HAS NO SWORD.) 


WOULDN'T 


WOULD We? I CAN 
APPRECIATE 


NOW, HERE 

1S SOMETHING ¥ 
I HAO NOT 
EXPECTED. 


AND QUITE 
DECENT OF 
YOU TO SAY 
SO WITH 
YOUR DYING-7 


THE WARRIOR_WOMAN DID NOT 
$0 MUCH AS FLINCH DURING ALLZDETECTED AMUSEMENT 
AT YOUR PAIN? 


YOUR PUMMELING, CONNER. 


ARE 


feeent eater 


> 
ss PERHAPS 
1 20 BELIEVE 
b YOLIR STORY 
AFTER ALL, 


HAVE 
YOUR SWORD, 
CONNER--AND A/ALF 
THE BOUNTY ON 
VALMEYJAR'S 
HEAD, 


I'LL TAKE 
THE REST, ALONG 
WITH ABON QUUM'S 
GOOD FAVOR. 


DON’T DAWOLE, MAN. THERE'S 
NO NEED FOR feos TO COUNT, 


THAT'S THE 3 
SIGNAL! 
MY CUE To-- 


YOU'VE BEEN AMPLY 
RECOMPENSED, [ 
ASSURE YOU. 


BY MY POWER, I SHALL 
NOT FAIL YOU, MASTER! 


> “all 
ch ae || i} 


Ce 
: : 


SSS 

eas 

ae” SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN YOU'D BETRAY 


BUT THAT WAS 
ME AGAIN, CONNER- 


Y : IO_REASON TO 
TYING ME UP LIKE r J 
A’ 


tin 
Ce | 
THE BONDS WERE IRL! 
TOO TIGHT TO 


SLiPf, AND YOU 
TIE THEM! 


‘ALL RIGHT, 
THEY WERE 
TOO TIGHTE 


- 
ii 


ENUM 


IF YOu'7 

/ TRUSTED ME, 
IT WOULD ALL 
HAVE WORKED 
AN? WE'D HAVE 


INSTEAD, — 


| SPARE ME 
eal THE SOB 
STORY, 
| OLD MAN. 


YOU'LL FORGIVE ME 

IF IT FIND ALL THIS 
CONCERN FOR THE 
WAIF SOMEWHAT LESS 
THAN COMV/NCING. 


I JUST CAN’T 
SEE THE PAYOFF IN IT, 
CONNER, ANO THAT'S 
ALWAYS BEEN THE WUB 
OF IT FOR YOU... 


SO IT’S THE 
MONEY AFTER 
ALL, ISN'T 
It? 


LYING THIEF 


LIKE Y-- 


NEXT ISSUE: 
ARENAL 


(24) 


MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


